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Why Borrower Assistance Matters
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Today’s Reality

• Many qualified buyers struggle with the down payment

• Affordability remains a challenge

• Buyers need solutions beyond interest rates

• Realtors need partners who can save transactions

MLB’s Solution

Two powerful borrower assistance programs:

✓ Remarkable DPA

✓ MLB Green Advantage
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Remarkable DPA
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• FHA only DPA 

• 100% forgivable grant | No second lien | No repayment

FICO

⚬ 2% DPA: 620 minimum Qualifying Credit Score

⚬ 3.5% DPA: 640 minimum Qualifying Credit Score

UW Method

⚬ TOTAL Scorecard

⚬ Desktop Underwriter (DU)

AUS Recommendation

⚬ Approve/Eligible – DU 
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REMARKABLE DPA SPECIFICATIONS
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PARAMETERS PROPERTY TYPES

ELIGIBLE TERMS
•25, 30-year fixed

TRANSACTION TYPES
•Purchase only
•Borrower Paid Comp only 

LTV/CLTV/HCLTV
•The maximum limit is 96.50%

DTI
•The maximum DTI limit is 49.99%

MAX LOAN AMOUNT
•No High Balance loans 

AUS RECOMMENDATIONS
•Approve/Eligible – DU

•1-2 Unit Primary Residence

•Manufactured Housing
⚬ Singlewide, Multi-wide, MH 

Condo Projects

•FHA HRAP Approved Condos

•PUDs 

*Not eligible in AK, HI or WA
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BORROWER
ELIGIBILITY
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First -Time Home Buyer

Current/Retired Employment or Volunteer/Non-Paid Member 

Income

Underserved Census Tract
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To be eligible for Remarkable DPA, 

ONE Borrower must meet only ONE 

of the four following categories 

outlined:
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DPA DOCUMENTS
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•DPA Assistance Application
•DPA Grant Letter
•Program/Consumer Disclosures

The Account Manager will provide the following documents after Decision:
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FRAMEWORK HOMEOWNERSHIP HOMEOWNERSHIP COUNSELING LIST HUD.GOV

14

HOME BUYER COUNSELING COURSE
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One borrower is required to take a Homebuyer Counseling Course run by a HUD counselor.

Options can be found through Framework, CFPB and HUD’s website.  
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https://framework.frameworkhomeownership.org/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/find-a-housing-counselor/
https://hudgov-answers.force.com/housingcounseling/s/


MLB GREEN ADVANTAGE
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MLB Green Advantage allows brokers to finance solar improvements and offer borrower 

assistance while maintaining borrower affordability and program eligibility.

Program Highlights

• 3.5% or 5% assistance (Grant or Silent Second)

• 620 minimum FICO

• No income limits

• No solar liens, UCC filings, or third-party contracts

Ideal Borrowers

• Purchase or refinance clients

• Buyers short on cash for closing costs

• Borrowers focused on sustainability and monthly savings
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ARCASA
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Borrower Eligibility
• 620+ credit
• Up to 120% LTV (includes solar cost) 
• FHA Purchase or Rate & Term Refinance

Program Options
• 3.5% or 5% assistance 
• Available as:

• Grant or
• Forgivable second (10 year, no payments, forgiven at post close install)*

• No income caps
• Not taxable income

Energy Upgrade (Not Traditional Solar)
• Reduced-cost solar installed after closing
• Financed inside the FHA loan (Solar/Wind policy)**
• No separate payments
• No liens, UCC filings, or third-party contracts

**FHA Solar and Wind Technologies Program

*Recording Fee & Title Insurance Policy fee applies for 2nd lien
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https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/solar-wind.pdf
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• Alaska

• Hawaii 

• New York

G r e e n  A d v a n t a g e

Not Eligible:
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Getting Started
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1. Loan Officer issues a pre-approval for an FHA purchase or refinance

2. LO completes the Arcasa Lead Form in the Arcasa portal

• Reach out to clientservices@mlbmortgage.com if an Arcasa account is needed

3. Arcasa provides the eligibility letter/estimated numbers within the Arcasa portal 

4. LO adds the cost of solar to the loan amount

5. LO registers the FHA loan with MLB
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https://app.arcasa.io/signin
https://app.arcasa.io/signin
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ARCASA RESOURCES
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Reach out to the Arcasa team

Phone: (833)-789-0057

Submit your Arcasa borrower lead here

Review MLB’s Program Eligibility Guidelines 

G r e e n  A d v a n t a g e
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mailto:loans@arcasa.io
https://app.arcasa.io/signin
https://www.mlbwholesale.com/_files/ugd/242fc3_c9b92617ad40469b844e06697d86e988.pdf


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Q: What are MLB’s Borrower Assistance Programs?
A: Remarkable DPA & MLB Green Advantage 

Q: Can these programs be used nationwide?
A: Remarkable DPA is not available in Hawaii, Alaska or Washington | Green Advantage is not available in Alaska, 
Hawaii or New York 

Q: Is TBD permitted?
A: TBD is not permitted

Q: Do we need confirmation of wire Instructions prior to DPA funds disbursement?
A: Yes, MLB to confirm the settlement agents/title companies’ wire instructions prior to the DPA funds being requested

Q: Will there be a 2ⁿᵈ lien on my property?
A: For Remarkable DPA, No, the Down Payment Assistance is a forgivable grant from day 1. For Green Advantage, the 
assistance can be structured as a forgivable silent second lien that is forgiven upon solar install. 

B o r r o w e r  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m s



NMLS #1101220 Borrower Assistance Programs Presentation – 14

Q: If a Borrower has previously completed a Homebuyer Counseling course, will MLB accept it?
A: If the Borrower has completed the course prior to our application date, MLB will accept it if it is a HUD-approved 
course, and the expiration of the course is prior to our Note Date.

Q: Do all Borrowers need to take the home counseling, or just one?
A: Only one Borrower is required to complete the course.

Q: Can a Borrower contribute more than 3.5% for their down payment?
A: Yes, the Borrower is permitted to contribute more than the minimum required investment of 3.5%.

Q: Are the DPA funds taxable?
A: No, the DPA funds come from tax-exempt bonds

Q: How long until closing can be scheduled? 
A: Minimum 48-hour scheduling for closing 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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@mlbwholesale

www.MLBWholesale.com
Call or Text:

(973) 564-0866
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